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Welcome to summer fellow arborists!
Dan Perry
IAA President
Indianapolis Power & Light (IPL)

Spring was a busy time for most of us. I am
sure that includes your Board of Directors and
other members of IAA. Many of us participated
in Arbor Day and Earth Day events around
the state. Some board members have been
actively helping the planning committees for
the Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA)
and the Partners in Community Forests (PCF)
conferences scheduled for November 14th
through the 17th in Indianapolis. In addition,
the Utility Arborist Association will be holding
their regional conference the day before the PCF
conference kicks off,
and a few of us have
been working on the
planning committee
for that. In May, we
held our second annual
Sporting Clay event at
the Indiana Gun Club.
We had a great turnout despite the weather and
having to reschedule. Thanks to the sponsors and
participants in making this event possible to help
support the Tree Fund and the Indiana Tour des
Trees riders.
I would like to take this opportunity now for a
couple of recognitions. First, please welcome
Kyle Daniels from Purdue University to the
Board of Directors as the new Nursery Growers
Representative. I would also like to recognize
one of our past-Presidents, Michael Baldwin
recently featured in IPL’s new blog. Link to the
blog at https://www.iplpower.com/Blog/post.
aspx?pid=2147486977. In addition, I want to
thank Michael for his dedication to arboriculture
and coordinating the annual IPL Free Tree Give
Away on Arbor Day. This event gives 1,000 trees
a year to the community and provides information
on such topics as pruning, planting, and right treeright place.
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In closing, I would like to say something about safety and
to whom we extend our messages.
As most of you know, we are in one of the most
dangerous industries out there. Many of our companies
have safety messages and awareness programs that help
keep us focused on the dangers of the type of work we do.
However, do we keep this internal? Or do we extend these
messages? Do we communicate the message to others
such as the one-man tree crew or landscaping company
who are looking to make same extra money from
homeowners who want to save some money? I would
hope, as professional arborists, we extend the message.
Recently in Indianapolis, a General
Foreman (GF) for Wright Tree
Service was driving to his crews
and saw a couple of guys trimming
(climbing) on an ash tree, not
wearing any PPE, and working near
a 13.2 kV conductor. He took the
initiative to stop and warn the people of the dangers. He
let them know he would call IPL, and see about sending
someone out to get the tree cut back a safe distance
from the power lines. As the GF was making the call, he
witnessed them going back to work. They later said their
boss told them to continue. They managed to drop a limb
across the power line, and then attempt to pull the limb
off the line. Again, the GF stopped them. Luckily, no one
was injured or killed. The scary part of this story is, the
guy climbing and cutting was hired a week prior to “water
plants” and had no prior experience.
This is an example of taking the company’s message
beyond the company and educating the public. The
General Foreman could have easily driven by and not said
anything because he had other thing to do. I offer kudos
to Wright Tree and giving their employees the training
and desire to take action such as this. I hope all of our
members would also take this initiative and when you see
something, say something.
Have a wonderful summer. I hope to see a lot of you at
our annual Golf Outing in August!

According to the Urban Dictionary, preaching to the
choir is defined as “trying to make believers out of people
who already believe, or convince people who are already
convinced.” Typically, this task of delivering the message
is believed to be the responsibility of the leader of that
group or movement. However, I believe “preaching” goes
a bit further. It should be two things; to believe in the
message and after learning the message, go and spread
the word as well, creating more followers and supporters.
Nearly everyone who reads this newsletter is certainly
a believer of the value of trees and the many important
benefits they provide to our environment and quality of
life. Certainly, this is revealed each time I present to a
professional or other interested group. It is exhilarating
communing with like-minded people who enjoy talking
about trees! The passion and excitement shared within
the network is contagious and wonderful to witness.
We gather in masses to listen to the homilies of the
researchers and educators from all over the world about
trees and urban forestry. However, that is where it
seems to stop… after we hear about it we internalize the
information and often keep it to ourselves, protecting
what we have learned. This doesn’t do anything to help
our industry or our declining and disappearing canopy.
Why do we still see topping? Volcano mulching? Poorly
planned development? Apparently, the word just isn’t
getting out there, enough. Really, the only time we ever
hear anything about trees is perhaps Earth Day and Arbor
Day. For us, shouldn’t everyday be Arbor Day?

organization or just friends. Representative responsibility
is an ethical mandate each Certified Arborist should take
seriously. In order to make our vocation as important as
we believe it to be, we have to propagate that belief in
others. Return the favor of someone who started you on
this career journey by treevangelizing good practice and
the significance of trees.

“go and spread the word
as well, creating more
followers and supporters.”

I believe it is our responsibility as professionals in urban
forestry and arboriculture to take the information we have
learned and broadcast the word about the importance of
trees and proper practices. We are often so focused on
production or our own edification that we too often fail to
promote with the “indirect marketing” aspect. Earnestly
advocating for a healthy urban forest or keeping trees
healthy and safe is a critical message to encourage not
just clients, but everyone. Are you treeevangelizing
to others in order to expound beyond the business
possibilities? This teaching can include taking it back to
your peers and colleagues or speaking at a civic club or
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Veicle Safety
Rick Karber, IAA Utility Representative
Summer is finally in full swing for most of us. Vacations to see the tall trees and
other great destinations are at hand, and families and friends are looking forward
to the long road trips. Your vehicle is the center of your trip, and hot weather can
present some hazards of its own. Vehicles can overheat, and breakdown, usually
when you least expect it.

Nationwide 24/7 crisis
response

So here are some helpful vehicle tips.
Be aware of the temperature difference between a cool interior, and the hot weather outside. When you step out onto a hot
asphalt parking lot, slow down and take it easy. Give yourself time to adjust to the temperature change before you attempt
any strenuous work.
Do not park in high grass. While car exhaust systems are usually hot, all the time, the heat, and lack of water makes the
grasses much drier, and more susceptible to catching fire.

Industry leading
equipment resources

Before you take off on an extended trip, regular maintenance, such as tune-ups, oil changes, battery checks, tire rotations, go
a long way toward preventing breakdowns. Perform the following basic safety checks before you go.

Contact your Nelson representative today
to discuss your vegetation management needs:

Tires, air pressure, tread wear, spare. Check tire pressure in all your tires, especially the neglected spare. To get an accurate reading, check pressure when tires are cold, meaning they haven’t been driven on for at least three hours. Also take five
minutes to inspect your tires for signs of excessive or irregular wear. If the tread is worn down to 4/32 of an inch on the front
tires, or 2/32 of an inch on the back tires, it’s time to replace your tires. If you find irregular tread wear patterns, it means
your tires may need rotated, and/or your wheels may need to be realigned before you travel.
Belts and hoses. Look under the hood and inspect all belts, and hoses to make sure they are all in good shape with no signs
of blisters, cracks, or cuts in the rubber. High summer temperatures accelerate the rate at which rubber belts and hoses degrade, so it it’s best to replace them now if they show signs of obvious wear. While you are at it, check all hoses to make sure
they are all secure.

Guy Daines at 1-937-653-7050

Highest standards for
crew professionalism
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Wiper blades. After the wear imposed by winter storms and spring rains, it is likely that your windshield wipers are ragged
from use, and ready to be replaced. Moreover, like rubber belts and hoses, wiper blades are susceptible to the summer heat.
Examine your blades for signs of wear and tear. If they are not in tip top shape, replace.
Cooling systems. Carefully check your coolant level to make sure it is adequate. In addition, if it is time to have your cooling system flushed and refilled, have it done now. On a long road trip, in summer heat, you will want your cooling system
functioning at peak performance to avoid the possibility of your engine overheating.

Unmatched safety record

®

General Use 4% Emamectin Benzoate from Arborjet

Two-year control of...

Fluid levels. Obviously, you will want to check your vehicle’s oil level. And as with coolant, if it is time, or even nearly
time to have your oil changed, now would be the time. In addition, check the following fluid levels: brake, transmission,
power steering, windshield washer, and coolant. Make sure each reservoir is full and if you see any sign of leakage, take
your vehicle to be serviced.
Lights. See and be seen! Ensure all the lights on your vehicle are in working order. Check your headlights, brake lights,
turn signals, emergency flashers and, and interior lights. Be sure to check your trailer lights too. Failure of trailer light connections is a common problem and a serious safety hazard.
Air conditioning. This is of vital importance; I for one don’t want to go back to two- fifty five air conditioning. Lack of air
conditioning on a hot summer day can adversely affect people who are in poor health, or are sensitive to heat, such as children and seniors. If the air is not blowing cold, it is a good idea to have the system repaired.

Emerald Ash
Borer

Leaf Chewing
Caterpillars

Pine Bark
Beetles

Mites

...and more!

*Registered in most states. Check registration status at your state’s department of agriculture.

For more information visit www.arborjet.com/g4

So with a little preventative maintenance, and some luck, have a great summer vacation!
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New Insights to water usage in nurseries
Kyle Daniel
Nursery Representative
Nursery and Landscape Outreach Specialist
Purdue University

I would like to express my excitement to become
involved with the IAA! I already know many of you
and look forward to meeting the rest. So that you
know a bit about me, I am the Nursery and Landscape
Outreach Specialist at Purdue in the Department
of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture. I am
also the education director for the Indiana Nursery
and Landscape Association and the co-director of
education for the Indiana Green Expo. Feel free to
contact me any time at daniel38@purdue.edu.
We all remember the drought of 2012. Many
nurseries, landscapers, and tree care professionals
around the state struggled to keep adequate moisture
to the plants. In the Indianapolis area, there was even
a ban on water usage in the landscape. In response
to future water quality and availability issues, many
progressive operations reevaluated their water usage
and needs in Indiana.
In a recent publication The Next Ten Years: Strategic
Vision of Water Resources for Nursery Producers
(Fulcher et.al, 2016), several researchers undertook
the re-evaluation of a paper published in 2004,
Strategic vision of container nursery irrigation in the
next ten years (Beeson et.al, 2004). They examined
15 points made by the original authors and analyzed
the current status of each point.
This paper found that though more emphasis has been
placed on water conservation in the nursery industry,
overall water usage has remained the same, and
even increased in some locations since 2004 due to a
reliance on groundwater during periods of drought.
The researchers also note that the day-to-day water
usage is poorly quantified by growers, not allowing
for actual realization of the need for new technologies
in irrigation, including sensors. It was stated runoff
from nurseries has been, and will continue to be,
scrutinized via legislation and public perception,
much like phosphorus has been in Indiana in the last
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few years.
Fulcher et.al (2016) make projections for nursery
irrigation over the next ten years, including
increased legislation for usage and runoff, increased
adoptions of newer technologies, and an increased
conservation of water resources. They also predict
new species and cultivars will be introduced, or
utilized more often, that better reflect an increase
of population centers to the urban environment and
an awareness of the ecological benefits of plants to
these areas.
You can find the entire publication on the American
Society for Horticultural Science HortTechnology
website: http://horttech.ashspublications.org/
content/26/2/121.full

Townsend Delivers Performance

www.townsendcorporation.com

Townsend
Tree Service.
Delivering Excellence
in IVM Services.

24 Hour Emergency
Response Call Center
1-877-468-3010

stormmanager@townsendcorporation.com

Committed to Meeting Customer IVM Goals.
Townsend Tree Service provides a broad range of
services to help customers meet their IVM goals.

TTS Services

With over 3,000 equipment assets, a large
geographic footprint and a steadfast commitment
to safety, the company specializes in tree-trimming,
T&D line clearance and IVM services critical to the
maintenance of electric power lines, communication
lines, pipelines and roadways.
765-468-3007

|

800-428-8128

|

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vegetation Management
T & D ROW Clearance
Herbicide Spray Application
Line Assessments
Electronic Work Planning
IVM Programs
Customer Notification Programs
Storm Response & Restoration Services
Consulting Services

info@townsendcorporation.com

|

www.townsendcorporation.com

Calendar of Events
Aug 13-17 ISA Annual Conference; Fort Worth, Texas;
		http://www.isa-arbor.com/events/conference
Aug. 25

IAA Annual Golf Outing; Registration TBA

Sept. 7
IAA Conference Committee & BOD meetings via Conference call;
		Contact: lapurcell@purdue.edu
Sept 9-10
Indiana Chapter Tree Climbing Competition; Southeastway Park, New Palestine;
		Registration: TBA
Sept. 27-29 TRAQ; Holiday Park ; Registration:
		https://ag.purdue.edu/fnr/associations/IAA/Pages/traqCourse.aspx
Nov 14-15 Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA) Annual Conference; Indianapolis;
		http://www.urban-forestry.com/conferences
Nov. 16-17 ADF Partners in the Community Forest Annual Conference, Indianapolis; 		
		https://www.arborday.org/programs/pcf/
Dec. 7 IAA Conference Committee & BOD meetings; Marriott East;
		Contact: lapurcell@purdue.edu
2017
Jan. 3-5

Indiana Green Expo

Jan. 24-26

IAA Annual Conference; Marriott East

Jan. 26-27

Professional Landscape Management School; University of Southern Indiana
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Proper Pruning – Be an Advocate!
Mark Poliak
IAA Past President

Arbor/Guard
“The
Insurance
Program
Has Saved As
Much As 47%
On Insurance
Premiums for
Tree Companies”
FOR A FREE QUOTE

800-258-5471
OR send a text at

765-425-7364
Text the word: TreeQuote

the

protection
to keep
you growing
Why Choose Arbor Guard?

Arbor Guard
Insurance Program
Jeff Clark

offered through Ken Clark Insurance was established

Arbor/Guard
Insurance
Specialist

in 1998 by Jeff Clark. Currently, the Arbor Guard
Insurance Program is becoming one of the largest
writers of insurance for the tree care industry.

n Competitive Insurance Rates

Jeff dedicates all of his time to servicing and

n 24 Hour Claim Services

selling insurance to the tree care industry.

We have all stopped and shuddered when we see trees not
pruned properly like the accompanying photos. Topping
should raise the hairs on the back of our neck! Improper pruning is a lack of education for most. Have you stepped up and
done your part to help our barely-leaved friends? Have you
taken the opportunity to educate your neighbor, customer, or
friends on proper tree pruning?
Proper pruning does not seem to be on everyone’s radar as
evidenced by topped trees and stubs left to rot. A recent visit
to the Indy 500 in May yielded evidence that the town of
Speedway, IN must be the “Topped-Tree Capital of the World”! How do we allow this? Don’t stand by in your
neighborhood or customer area and let improper pruning go without being a strong advocate for education.
ISA has great handouts like Why Topping Hurts Trees and Why Hire an Arborist. They are available at www.
treesaregood.org for your use. A packet of 100 costs about $13 for members. This along with one of your business
cards is a great way to share your knowledge with our communities.
SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS AROUND! Help us educate our neighbors and friends. Ask them to help us combat improper pruning and hire our industry to fix these issues. We all will be safer and the trees will be healthier
for generations to come due to your involvement. Be an advocate today for tree health and arm yourself with tools
and a voice that can make a difference!

From your Editor:
One of the best ways to advocate (which is our job by the
way) is to make sure we are articulate in what we are promoting. The publication that I have found to be one of the
best is Tree Pruning Essentials written by our own Lindsey
Purcell. You can link to from Purdue at https://extension.
purdue.edu/extmedia/FNR/FNR-506-W.pdf or go to the
Purdue Education Store online.

Shop
Online

1-800-423-3789
now reloadable

Topping and other incorrect pruning techniques are running
rampant again throughout the state. We all see it everywhere. Risk trees created in front of our very eyes. To quote
a popular phrase in this decade, “if you see something, say
something.”

n Certificates of Insurance processed within an hour
n One Bill… Once a month
n Tailored Coverage for the tree care industry
n Annual Review of your insurance

Ken Clark Insurance
2403 South Park Avenue
Alexandria, IN 46001
(765) 724-2637 • 1-800-258-5471

Call for Free Catalog
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• Mauget
Micro-injection
• Quali-Pro
Chemicals
• Climbing &
Rigging Gear
• Pruning Equipment
• Nu-Arbor Products
• Plant Health Care
Products
• Stumper Teeth
• Chipper Knives
• ArborJet
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Tree Fund Update
Tom Ordway, Duke Energy
Tree Fund Liaison

Ordway and Crenshaw to ride over 600 miles….

Congratulations! The people below are the most recent additions to our chapter’s list of ISA certified arborists.
Each Indiana ISA Certified Arborist raises the level of arboriculture professionalism. The IAA Board of Directors
salutes the individuals listed below who received their ISA certification between February 1 and April 30, 2016.

Congratulations to our newest:

Your TeamIN representatives for the 2016 tour will be Doreen Crenshaw and Tom Ordway.

Molly Block, Indianapolis
Adam Bowman, Avon
Phillip Damon, Corydon
Brent Luttrell, Martinsville
Christopher O’Neal, Martinsville
Steven Pike, Madison
Joshua Richard, Fort Wayne
Kenneth Smock, Greenwood
Eric Summerfield. Flora
Andrew Sveum, Anderson

MUNICIPAL
Zachary Root, Westfield

After taking a breather in 2015, avoiding Mickey and the
alligators, Doreen is back for her eighth Tour. Tom is continuing
his streak since 2004 - his 13th Tour.
They will join 74 riders from the United States and Canada
and enjoy 7 days of southern hospitality cycling through the
scenic Carolinas in mid-October. They will visit Andy Griffith’s
Mayberry, tour Bayer’s North American Bee Care Center and
Bartlett’s Research Labs, putt for prizes at Southern Pines, and so
much more.
Please consider participating with a donation to TeamIN. The
funds that we have raised thus far are $5,800. Our minimum
required is $7000 with much higher expectations. Please join
us in spirit for this weeklong cycling adventure October 9-15,
2016, and help share the TREE Fund’s mission with communities
in the Carolinas. Get a sneak peek into some of the showcase
destinations on this year’s route and sign up to donate at
stihltourdestrees.org. #STIHLTdT

Thank You to all who participated in the Second Annual Sporting
Clays event last month. THANKS to the sponsors - Dow, ArborMetrics, CWC, Arborjet, Townsend, Wright, and Eric Sampson,
Lewis Tree Service for organizing and making it all work out.
Your donations, enthusiasm, and encouragement make riding on
the Tour des Trees so much more enjoyable.
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Keep your ISA certification current by attending CEU approved events. Check out the current CEU opportunities in
the Events section on the ISA website, www.isa-arbor.com.
For more information about becoming certified, or to check your current certification status, visit the ISA website at
www.isa-arbor.com or email your Indiana Chapter Liaison, Christine Bowman, at ckb@bellingersonline.com .

Check it out!!
Just in case you did not see it, ISA recently sent out this Learn and Earn information. This is a great way to brush up
on your arboriculture knowledge base. This series works especially well for those who cannot get away from work
to attend conferences and workshops. The set includes articles and quizzes in these categories: Urban Forestry, Tree
Risk, Tree Diagnosis and Treatment, Tree Selection and Planting, Plant Health Care, Trees and their Environment,
Tree Science, Tree Biology, Tree Maintenance, and Safe Work Practices. They are available electronically with online
quizzes or in booklet version with the quizzes attached to each article.
Learn and Earn!		
The Online Collection of CEU Articles is an ISA resource designed to advance your arboricultural education, whether
you are reviewing a specific concept or wishing to improve your general knowledge of arboriculture.
• This set is worth 95.75 CEUs and can provide you three years of CEUs as an ISA Certified Arborist®!
• The collection consists of a compilation of previously published CEU articles sorted into 10 major categories. Each
of the 10 categories may be purchased separately, or save money by ordering the complete set.
• Purchasing this online product gives you access to an electronic, printable version of each article, as well as an online
CEU quiz.
• The articles and CEU quizzes are available on your desktop, laptop, tablet, or smart phone.

Please note:

• If you submit more than the required number of CEUs in a given certification period,
they will not roll over. Once you have recertified, you may submit additional CEUs to
be applied to the next three-year certification period.
• You may earn CEUs for the quizzes in this collection of articles even if you previously completed the Arborist News quiz from the same article. However, whether
submitted online or in printed form, the CEUs for this collection of articles may be
earned only once during the lifetime of your certification.
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Tree care and Homeowner Associations
Carrie Tauscher, IAA Board of Directors Secretary
IDNR, Division of Forestry Acting State Community and Urban Forestry Coordinator
After many conversations with homeowners and municipalities and now having had the opportunity
to attend my own community’s Homeowners Association meeting (HOA), I came away with one clear
message for our industry.
The average HOA with common ground has budget for grounds maintenance & tree care but has
little to no understanding how to identify a qualified tree care professional.
There is an abundance of small decision-making bodies like HOA’s throughout this state. They invest
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year on “landscaping.” From what I can tell, the majority of these
decision-makers put their trust into the grounds maintenance crew. When the crew was asked if they
can produce someone to work on the trees, turf, weeds, or some other type of grounds worker, someone
mysteriously appears. This is because the decision-making bodies believe that the grounds maintenance
company is the expert and knows other experts.
My Story
In my case, our HOA has budgeted $5,000 for tree treatments. They needed treatment last year, so the HOA Board assumed the trees
would need them again, and increased the budget to have a buffer. When I asked them what the treatments were for, I got silence. The
discussion revealed that they have a “tree guy” who they really trust. They had no knowledge if their tree guy was a certified arborist or a plant health care technician. However, they did know that he cut some trees down for the HOA last year. This is not an unusual
scenario.
The 2016 tree removal budget for the development, by the way, is over $30,000. When I asked why they said it was because the elm
trees (actually ash) were dying on the common property and they do not want any property damage issues. This I found completely
responsible, applauded them for being proactive, and noted that almost every ash on common property and in the community park is
dead. I asked if the company was bonded and insured since they would be removing dead ash trees very close to homes, and that can be
tricky. The reply was something to the effect that “they look professional.” However, they cannot remember the name of the company.
They did not know if they were bonded and insured or if they had any certified arborists on staff. And, the HOA was planning to pay
them $35,000 this year! I stopped asking questions at this point since I could tell the other 10 meeting attendees are getting irritated with
all my questions. After the meeting I introduced myself to the newly appointed board members, all three of them, and explained why I
asked the questions I did.
They immediately wanted to hire me to do the work. I guided them to the ISA webpage.

Review of practices helps insure success.
Dan Smith
Project Manager, Wright Tree Service
IAA Contractor Representative
We have entered in to the summer season. For arborists, summer brings about many opportunities. For vegetation management contractors, summer normally commences the foliar treatment season. Foliar herbicide
treatment can be an effective and efficient means of maintaining right of ways when done properly, and there are
many successful contractors who have established methods to help ensure success and avoid failure. As many
resurge their foliar treatment program, here are some basic principles for review.
Ask the expert
Experience has proven that your herbicide vendor is not only glad to sell you the product, but is also desirous to
help you succeed. Most offer training in calibrating, handling, and applying the product. Additionally, many
thrive on helping to solve the challenges and special circumstances being faced. Use this valuable resource to
the fullest advantage.
Preparation and planning
Often the simplest aspect of foliar treatment is the application. Preparation for foliar treatment begins with the
four questions what, how much, where, and how. Complete answers to these questions will help ensure sufficient and proper herbicide, equipment, and personnel.
Equipment inspection is also very critical. Much foliar equipment is likely to be utilized from pumps, sprayers,
tanks, and machinery prior to commencing application. Additionally, stocking extra clamps and repair parts can
save valuable time.
The planning and notifying efforts can significantly influence the success of a foliar program. Identifying potential hazards, ingress/ egress, water sources, wet lands, along with many other details is greatly valuable. As
most know, one can encounter the unusual in right of ways. A good question to ask “Is there anything we need
to be aware of that we could damage or could cause damage?”
Execution

Knowing my neighborhood trees intimately, I left the meeting a bit frustrated and irritated with their tree guy. I did not want to assume
he was not a trained professional, but if he is, why not say something about the volcano mulch. It’s such an easy fix. Or, the clearly failing maple trees, or the stakes and ties girdling tree plantings from 2000, or… the list continues.
Then I started to get frustrated with my fellow ISA Certified Arborists and myself. How is it that “we” the ISA
Certified Arborists have failed to reach these community leaders? This HOA board wants to do the right thing. They
want the trees to grow, and be beautiful and safe, but they do not know you. They know their grounds maintenance
company contact, and he knows a guy with his name on the truck. And, for now that’s all they know.
Since that meeting, I received a text that led to excavating the root collar of a maple tree (11” deep) in the front yard
of the HOA president. As I dug, and removed the 1.5’ diameter circle of aggregate “mulch” I showed him and his
wife the bark damage caused by the heat and constriction of the stone, the girdling root that sprung away from the
trunk when I clipped it, and I made them really look at the deeply planted trunk flair. We talked about options for
the struggling tree. Then we talked about the difference between an ISA Certified Arborist and someone who just
works on trees and has their name on their truck. We discussed the base knowledge each arborist has to have to pass
the exam and the level of professionalism and communication the HOA should expect. We also discussed the importance of ethics in the decision-making process and for the arborist.
My question to you, how to WE do a better job at reaching these audiences? What can we do to reach these HOA’s
which actually have an impact on our urban forest? I realize that price points are often the deciding factor, however, just a chat can at
least make them re-think the dollar as a deciding factor solely. If you have ideas on how to promote arboricultural professionalism, let us
know. We are always looking for ways to promote the IAA and the importance of hiring a professional arborist.
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Make certain to have the proper credentials and permissions for the work to be performed and make certain
those performing the work are properly trained. Also, it goes without saying that it is essential and responsible
to maintain accurate and updated application records.
I was recently reviewing a publication from Purdue University, Measuring Pesticides https://www.extension.
purdue.edu/extmedia/ppp/ppp-96.pdf.
Included in the publication were the six keys to effective applications:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify the pest correctly
Select the appropriate product
Calibrate equipment properly
Measure pesticide accurately
Review the treatment site before and during the application
Monitor the results

I trust these simple reminders will be of benefit during this foliar treatment season.

7/22/2016 2:11:42 PM

ITCC
John Montgomery, Indiana Chapter Climber
Advanced Tree Solutions

Thanks IAA for the ITCC experience!
This has been an amazing year for me.
As a two-time state competition winner,
I had never gone to the Internationals
until this past April. Wow!
It’s hard to explain the way the people
at the International Tree Climbing
Championship (ITCC) come together in and out of the trees.
There are no barriers of language or social status from across
the globe to across state lines. This was true of owners of huge companies to climbers from the smallest tree
service. All of the arborists present were proud to show off and teach. It was awesome to see the skill sets
from different regions and the humble sharing of ideas and skill sets.
Probably the most influential thing I got out of this was win or lose we had already
proved we were great. But showing up and participating as a local champion, we were
all the same in that- come Monday morning- we were all going to go back to our regularly scheduled climbing duties. It really takes a lot of pressure off when you look at it
from a different angle. As a climber, I personally am very hard on myself. So this was
an opportunity to look over my own skills. I was proud when I realized that I scored
in every single event alongside world record holders who were in a few events right
beside me.

2017 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize Package
The (Indiana Arborist Association) is pleased to announce the 2017 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize
Package for the Tree Climbing Champion (TCC), held in conjunction with the chapter’s 2017 Tree
Climbing Championship (TCC) event.
This climbing kit is being offered to each chapter champion (both man and woman, if applicable)!
The package is intended to help equip the chapter representative(s) for the International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC) Competition.

Each prize package includes:
• Arborist Technical Helmet by Petzl, Husqvarna Composite Multi-Purpose Ax, and Husqvarna
Technical Pro Zipper Apron Wrap Chap
• Silky Tsurugi Curve Hand Saw
• Tree Squeeze provided by Buckingham
• 150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice from Samson
• OREGON® Tool Bag
• Vermeer logo ’d Camelback Water Bottle
• 50% savings for an ArborMaster® 2-Day or 3-Day Hands-On Training Module

Sponsored by:

I am now reinvigorated in my quest to train for the Indiana TCC in September and
climb with as many climbers that our organization can get to show up. I hope that everyone who reads this will take a moment and encourage the climbers to join me in the
competition in September at Southeastway Park in Plainfield. Encourage the tree company owners to offer to
send their crews to the competition. I am reenergized about my training for ITCC 2016 and looking forward
to going to the North America Tree Climbing Championship (NATCC) in Canada in October.
As an owner and a climber who works for many contract companies, I see the benefits of safety, more efficient work methods, and ideas that come from competing with each other. There are so many ways that a
company can benefit and become part of a climbing social network. I understand that some companies worry
about losing climbers to bigger companies. The benefits of competitive climbing and honing safety and
climbing skills outweigh the risks of losing climbers to other companies. I speak with 20 climbers on a daily
basis from across the country, and we share pictures of work, and discuss jobs as far as safety. This social
networking enables us to advise each other in an instant. There’s nothing like having 20 amazing climbers
looking at your job and providing their input to make jobs safer and more efficient. Please don’t let climbing
become a dying art. GET INVOLVED in climbing competitions!
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Talkin’
Trees

said, trees, benefits, and correct tree care are not
being tree evangelized. Tree dialogue is a constant
need if we are to decrease tree care back sliding. It is
up to Indiana’s arboriculture professionals, partners,
and the many diligent local and state not profits who
focus on trees to spread the word in a big way. We
have to talk to the folks who are not involved in trees
or tree care.

Pamela Dunn-Louks
Editor Hoosier Arborist
I was involved in urban forestry in my
career, mind, and every aspect of my
life for 25 years. I was immersed in it.
I have always, like many of you, had
a deep respect and caring for trees.
They are gentle green giant plants that
began to dominate my life when my
parents began taking me mushroom hunting at an early age.
Then, for me, it was all about the woods and forestlands.
Then, it became about trees in cities, towns, urban, suburban, and ex-urban areas. It became that because, in Indiana,
woods or forestlands are viewed as obstacles to development. They are dozed down for development. A residential
or retail outlet area becomes Woods Trace. This name is
appropriate since, prior to development; there was an entire
forested ecosystem in that site.
So, it became important to look to the urban forest and to
begin caring for the trees in a more systematic manner.
It also became imperative to persevere in promoting the
preservation and conservation of urban and rural woodland
tracts. Thank goodness, for the many non-profit land trusts
and nature preserves throughout the state who do just that!
However, we still have those annoying trees in the urban
forest to deal with. When are hired to consult, maintain,
prune, remove, or plant, we look to the professional standards that we follow as part of the ISA Certified Arborist
program. I have seen the fine work being done by Indiana
ISA arborists. This is not about the quality of work we perform. It is about sharing the whys and whereof of good tree
care.
Lindsey, Carrie, and Mark have demonstrated in their
articles that we are keeping the bulk of correct tree care to
ourselves. We are not sharing so much with the non-choir.
We share with each other; we attend training for those
all-important CEUs. Nevertheless, urban forestry, and the
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There are progressive cities that plan their trees as
part of their infrastructure, caring for them correctly,
and enhancing their community with all the benefits trees provide. This community example spills
into the neighborhoods. These communities lead by
example.

selection, planting, maintenance, and benefits of trees
is about right where it was when I began working in the
field 25 years ago. We make some strides in maintenance,
and then, while we are not looking, the tree toppers and
mutilators move in. And, we thought we had that covered.
I am afraid not. The information we have must be constantly voiced and shared. Municipalities, counties, and
their citizens face so many other critical issues. It is easy
to understand why there is backsliding in the sustainable
care and growth of urban and rural forestlands.
Yes, we have moved forward with the help of technology
in our work practices. We can now utilize drone technology to get up close and personal with a tree keeping both
feet on the ground. There are treatments to help the ailing
Ash population. Inventories are easily done utilizing free
technology and I phones or tablets.
Now, that I have been out of urban forestry for four years,
I am in a different place. I am with folks who love nature.
Yet, they may not care particularly about trees. They are
certainly surprised and puzzled to hear the words urban
forest. They can also be surprised when I share with them
how important a woodland or even a small woodlot is.
The trees, to most, are just trees. For years, I ate, slept,
lived, drank, talked and taught about the urban forest,
the practice of urban forestry, and hiring ISA Certified
Arborists. I was so surprised once I ‘got out there’ with
my new non-DNR hat, and put on my hat of a regular
person on the street to find that urban forestry and care
for the urban forest is right where it was when I started
to learn about it. It is in offices and at desks. It is being
punched through via a memo or document. As Lindsey

So do the people who are toppers, cone mulchers,
and poor planting contractors. One person with a
chain saw, pick-up truck, and shovel can do extensive damage to trees, people, and structures. Their
work screams throughout neighborhoods and rural
areas as they lead by example.
Drive around and see that topping and poor pruning
is rampant in retail, residential, and private land-

scapes. See the volcano mulch in front of retail establishments and in neighboring yards. See the trees whose
stems look like phone poles. I would not be surprised
that, as trees evolve genetically, that their stems would
lose flare resulting in a new species called the Phone
pole tree!
We are not branching out enough. We are not branching
out with our knowledge about trees. We are not telling
the non-choir about correctly selecting, planting, and
caring for trees. We are not telling them why it is important to care correctly for these plants. We are not telling them that trees we plant today need to be cared for
so they can grow into maturity and provide the beauty,
serenity, and clean air we all need.
The new buzz phrase for the atrocities of our culture is,
“If you see something, say something.”
As arboriculture professionals, we need to help reduce
the hapless conditions we may see urban and rural,
public and private trees struggling to deal with. If you
see something, say something as Carrie did at her homeowners’ association meeting. Don’t be shy to share your
expertise with the non-choir.

Now Available

Emamectin
Benzoate
Boxer

Insecticide-Miticide
for Two Year Control
of EAB & other
insects and
mite pests

Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!
No drilling damage
No mixing at job sites
No guarding or return trips
No waiting for uptake
Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most profitable
add-on service
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

TM

Multiple injection tips designed for all
types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs
Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

888-557-2455

BannerSales360@gmail.com
www.bannersales.net

ArborSystems.com
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